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Chapter 11

Sex and Gender

Multiple-Choice

1.
The text defines gender as


a.
the biological differences in males and females.


b.
the way members of the two sexes are perceived, evaluated, and expected to behave.


c.
the differences in males and females due to the greater strength of males.


d.
universally recognizable male aggressiveness and female maternalism.
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2.
Margaret Mead’s study of three New Guinea societies determined that


a.
males in all three societies were more nurturing than were the women.


b.
men and women’s gender roles are not defined in the same ways in all societies.


c.
women in these three groups were fiercely aggressive while men’s behavior varied.


d.
all of the above
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3.
Sexual dimorphism is 


a.
found in all species of mammals.


b.
a characteristic of humans.


c.
the practice of having two sexual partners.


d.
absent in most Asian and African societies.
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4.
Female soccer players


a.
are not seen as less feminine in the U.S.


b.
have higher levels of testosterone than women who do not play soccer.


c.
are thought of as less feminine in Brazil.


d.
a and c
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5.
The Hijra of Hindu India exemplify


a.
a gender role that tolerates a wider definition of gender than is found in our own society.


b.
a gender role which defines masculinity more rigidly than our own society.


c.
a gender role which defines masculinity and femininity almost identically.


d.
social deviants who are discouraged in their own society.


PG:
257

6.
As a general rule, most societies divide labor by gender so that


a.
women clear land and tend crops.


b.
men collect firewood, carry water, and clear land.


c.
men engage in warfare, trap small animals, and clear land.


d.
all of the above
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7.
Which statement about the cross-cultural study of male homosexuality is true?


a.
Sexual preference and sexual activity are the same thing.


b.
Approximately 30 percent of all U.S. males prefer homosexuality as a lifestyle.


c.
Some societies define male homosexuality as a necessary requirement for heterosexual relationships in adulthood.


d.
All societies view male homosexuality as deviant and pathological (sick).
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8.
Male homosexuality among the Azande of the Sudan


a.
is considered a legitimate short-term arrangement while men serve in the military.


b.
involves the payment of bridewealth.


c.
is not considered to be a long-term (lifetime) arrangement.


d.
all of the above
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9.
The theory that, because men have greater body mass and strength, they hunt and females care for children


a.
explains the division of labor in all societies.


b.
does not explain the division of labor among humans.


c.
constitutes only a partial explanation for the division of labor in human societies.


d.
has been proven invalid because females hunt in many food collecting societies.
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10.
Gender stratification is found


a.
only in food collecting societies.


b.
only in horticultural societies.


c.
only in pastoralist societies.


d.
in all types of societies.
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11.
Anthropological data on human sexuality in other parts of the world is sparse because


a.
sexual activity in all parts of the world is considered to be a private matter.


b.
data on women has been ignored by the preponderance of male researchers.


c.
questions asked by anthropologists have been narrowly defined.


d.
all of the above
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12.
Cross-cultural research has shown that, when women are economically independent, they


a.
may remain subordinate to their husbands in most other respects.


b.
never are subordinate to their husbands in most other respects.


c.
seldom remain subordinate to their husbands in most other respects.


d.
usually dominate their husband in most respects.
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13.
Iranian women’s abandonment and subsequent return to the veil and more traditional female roles illustrates that


a.
the status of women in societies is not static.


b.
political change seldom changes women’s roles.


c.
men are universally dominant.


d.
purdah has no place in the modern world.
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14.
In North Australia, the Tiwi’s exchange of daughters, sisters, and widowed mothers for additional wives for themselves


a.
supports the idea that women’s social roles have uniform levels of status in any given society.


b.
allowed all men in the society to maintain relatively equal status.


c.
allowed the mothers and sisters, as older women, roles as behind-the-scenes allies of their sons and brothers.


d.
demonstrates that Tiwi women are treated violently by their husbands.
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15.
The most egalitarian societies (in terms of gender) are


a.
industrialized.


b.
horticultural.


c.
pastoralist.


d.
food collectors.
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16.
Among food collecting societies, the roles performed by women and men


a.
are assigned a very different status.


b.
are very different but their relative status is not.


c.
are almost identical, with very similar status.


d.
do not determine the status of each gender, which depends solely on ability to accumulate property.
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17.
Matriarchies


a.
do not and have never existed.


b.
are rare but do exist in Africa.


c.
are rare but do exist in the Amazon.


d.
are those with queens.
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18.
According to Ernestine Friedl, women are subordinate to men because men


a.
are bigger and stronger.


b.
control the allocation of scarce resources.


c.
have more testosterone.


d.
are hunters.
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19.
Sexual asymmetry can be shown through the use of doublets,


a.
which demonstrate the inequality of women compared to men in America.


b.
which are pairs of words that have the same meaning, but one word is used by men and the other by women.


c.
which are found in Standard American English.


d.
which always vary in terms of loudness and aggressiveness.
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20.
Pregnant women in developing countries


a.
face malnutrition.


b.
face a lack of trained medical personnel to deal with high-risk pregnancies.


c.
are 80 to 600 times more likely to die of complications of pregnancy than women in the industrialized world.


d.
all of the above
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21.
“Genderlects” refers to linguistic gender differences in the United States, where


a.
women’s speech tends to be cooperative in character.


b.
women engage in “report-talk” while men engage in “rapport-talk.”


c.
women emphasize establishing a place in the competitive social hierarchy.


d.
men tend to engage more often than women do in “active listening.”
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22.
The preference for male children 


a.
is universal.


b.
doesn’t really exist and only appears in the anthropological literature because of the male bias in anthropology.


c.
is only found in food collecting (foraging) societies.


d.
is much more common than the rare preference for female children.
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23.
According to Deborah Tannen, which statement best describes the differences in language between men and women in the United States?


a.
Men engage in “rapport talk” while women engage in “report talk.”


b.
Men tend to be more competitive.


c.
When men and women are talking together, women tend to talk more than men and interrupt them more frequently.


d.
Men tend to listen better than women do.


PG:
263

24.
Dowry deaths are found in which part of the world?


a.
India


b.
Mexico


c.
China


d.
Kenya
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25.
Anthropologist Richard Lee attributes the low incidence of HIV/AIDS among the Ju/’hoansi to 


a.
their high rate of sexual abstinence.


b.
the traditional high status of Ju/’hoansi women


c.
good sex education programs in the public schools.


d.
the widespread use of condoms.


PG:
269

26.
Male gender bias is expressed in


a.
female infanticide.


b.
“honor killings.”


c.
nutritional deprivation in female children.


d.
all of the above
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27.
While human sexuality varies widely from culture to culture,


a.
most societies are quite permissive about premarital sex.


b.
all societies regulate sexual conduct.


c.
all societies expect married adults to have very active sex lives.


d.
no societies consider sexual activity essential for good health.
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28.
The milk-goat project in Malawi was an attempt to address which basic social problem?


a.
toddler malnutrition


b.
sexual violence against women


c.
starvation across the entire population


d.
drought
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29.
Which statement about sexuality in the United States is TRUE?


a.
young people are becoming sexually active at an earlier age


b.
a greater percentage of young people are becoming sexually active


c.
for those who are sexually active, their sexual activity is becoming more frequent


d.
all of the above
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30.
Women in many parts of the world are particularly vulnerable to HIV/AIDS because


a.
they have less biological resistance to the disease than men.


b.
it is unacceptable in some cultures for women to say “no” to unwanted sex.


c.
in some sexually restrictive cultures, women are denied information about the dangers of sexually transmitted diseases.


d.
b and c only
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31.
Which statement about the gap between female and male earnings in the U.S. is true?


a.
It has narrowed somewhat over the last 30 years.


b.
It remains significant, with women making only 70% of what men make.


c.
It holds true for all levels, from executive to grocery clerks.


d.
all of the above


PG:
277

32.
In the United States, occupational segregation along gender lines


a.
has disappeared because of the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment.


b.
is still high, with a number of occupations more than seventy percent female or male.


c.
has dramatically declined in most areas.


d.
has actually become more severe over the last four decades.
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33.
Which statement about Dr. Patten’s role in the Malawi goat project is false?

a.
She conducted baseline ethnographic information on the local population.


b.
She failed to understand the normal relationships between men and women.


c.
She helped convince local men to allow women to control the goat herds.


d.
She served as a cultural brokers between the project team and the local population.
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34.
Which statement about the “feminization of poverty” is false?


a.
It applies to women all over the world.


b.
It had little relationship to gender segregation in the American workforce.


c.
Female-headed households with children are much less powerful than families that include a male adult.


d.
It is particularly severe for minority women in the United States.
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35.
Susan Scrimshaw, an anthropologist studying family planning clinics in Ecuador, found that


a.
Ecuadorian women used these clinics at high rates.


b.
women’s modesty had important implications for how women felt about attending family planning clinics.


c.
the staff of local clinics had little to do with women’s decisions about attending the clinic.


d.
women at the clinics had very positive attitudes about their bodies.
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36.
Practical recommendations for maximizing the utility of family planning clinics in Ecuador included


a.
paying women to attend the clinic.


b.
prohibiting all conversation during examinations.


c.
prohibition of male physicians from the clinics.


d.
acting discretely, giving privacy, and allowing women to maintain their modesty during visits to the clinic.
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37.
Which statement about violence against women in the U.S. is false?


a.
Approximately half of the women murder victims are killed by a current or former husband/boyfriend.


b.
Many cases of violence against women go unreported each year.


c.
Most rapes are committed by strangers.


d.
Most violence against women occurs in the home, not on the street.
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38.
Men in the U.S. have higher mortality rates than women, because men are more likely to


a.
abuse their bodies with tobacco, alcohol, and drugs.


b.
engage in high-risk behavior.


c.
suffer from greater job related stress.


d.
all of the above
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39.
The World Bank has found that financial credit given to women is good business because


a.
women are more reliable than men in terms of paying back the loans.


b.
women tend to spend their profits on better nutrition for their children.


c.
women tend to spend their profits on their children’s education.


d.
all of the above
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40.
Which statement about the Minangkabau of West Sumatra is TRUE?


a.
The society is a true matriarchy


b.
This society tends to emphasize cooperation among men and women


c.
This society emphasizes women controlling men


d.
This society emphasizes high levels of cometition between men and women
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True-False

1.
Cross-cultural studies of gender have found that some societies have more categories than female and male.
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2.
Women’s roles must always be compatible with pregnancy, breast feeding, and childcare.
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3.
Approximately 15 percent of all children in Malawi suffer from malnourishment.
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4.
Two-thirds of all the illiterate people in the world today are women.


ANS:
T


PG:
268

5.
According to Deborah Tannen, women in the U.S. engage in “report talk” while men engage in “rapport talk.”


ANS:
F
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6.
“Genderlects” represent sexual symmetry in language.


ANS:
F
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7.
Women in the U.S. have higher mortality rates than men because they are most often victims of family violence.


ANS:
F
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8.
Despite decades of legislation aimed at reducing gender discrimination in the U.S., the majority of men and women work in gender segregated occupations.


ANS:
T
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9.
The practice of men holding hands is a universally understood sign of male homosexuality.


ANS:
F
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10.
Ecuadorian women were reluctant to use family planning clinics because the staff did little to protect women’s privacy.


ANS:
T
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Short Answer

1.
What are the significant physiological differences between human males and females called?


ANS:
sexual dimorphism
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2.
What definition of gender is used in your textbook?


ANS:
the way members of the two sexes are perceived, evaluated, and expected to behave
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3.
Why is it difficult to measure gender stratification?
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4.
Gender roles are noticeably uniform among the cultures of the world, and men perform which tasks?
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5.
Gender roles are noticeably uniform among the cultures of the world, and women perform which tasks?
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6.
Why is there a growing number of stay at home dads?
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7.
What is meant by the “feminization of poverty?”
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8.
What are four areas in which the world’s women have not faired as well as men?


ANS:
education, employment, reproductive health, and finance
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9.
What is gender ideology?
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10.
List three manifestations of extreme gender ideology.
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Essay

1.
Are there any universals about gender roles across all societies? Is male dominance universal? Use examples from your reading to support your position.

2.
How important are economic factors in the definition of gender in the United States? What factors have pushed women into or out of the work force? How important have family considerations been in women’s entry into the paid labor force? Why is there a difference between women and men’s wages?

3.
How does human sexuality vary across cultures? What impact does the imposition of a practice of postpartum sexual abstinence have on a society? What is the impact of cultural expectations of sexual experience before marriage?

4.
What is gender stratification? If women are not allowed to hold important positions in religious activities, does that indicate stratification? Does the prohibition of women from the same economic activities as men always indicate stratification? What is necessary for there to be equality between women and men?

5.
Does the rigid definition of gender roles in the Middle East mean that women will always have lower status than men? Can there be any type of equality for women when they have a separate sphere than men? Does veiling itself create inequality? Can the separation of women and men benefit women?

6.
Discuss some of the variations in male homosexuality throughout the world.
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