TEST BANK / CHAPTER 12

CHAPTER 12 / TEST BANK

Chapter 12

Social Stratification

Multiple-Choice

1.
According to Max Weber, there are three major criteria used for measuring social inequality:


a.
wealth, power and prestige


b.
prestige, education, and religion


c.
power, race and religion


d.
wealth, religion, and prestige
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2.
Economic inequality is greatest among


a.
the Ju/’hoansi.


b.
the Inuit.


c.
people of the United States.


d.
the Nuer.
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3.
According to C. Wright Mills and William Domhoff, power is concentrated in the hands of


a.
the majority of people.


b.
a power elite.


c.
Republican and Democratic politicians.


d.
college professors, scientists, and other academic types.
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4.
Prestige in the United States is associated with occupations and


a.
rapidly changes over the decades.


b.
has decreased for corporate CEOs in recent years.


c.
has remained remarkably stable for the past 100 years.


d.
a and b only
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5.
Types of societies based on levels of social inequality are


a.
band, tribe, chiefdom, and state.


b.
state and acephalous.


c.
egalitarian and state.


d.
egalitarian, rank, and stratified.
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6.
In an egalitarian society,


a.
there are no individuals who are more highly esteemed than others.


b.
the most esteemed individuals have the most tools, therefore the most wealth.


c.
there are as many positions of prestige as there are persons capable of filling them.


d.
there are always a number of positions of power with no one to fill them.
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7.
Egalitarian societies


a.
are the most highly stratified.


b.
allocate wealth, power, and prestige fairly evenly.


c.
provide relatively equal access to power and wealth, but not prestige.


d.
do not recognize any personal differences in certain skills.
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8.
When egalitarian societies come into contact with state societies


a.
they almost always are significantly transformed.


b.
they are very resistant to change.


c.
they change, but only in terms of their political structures.


d.
b and c only
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9.
In a rank society, high-status positions


a.
are available only to the best qualified.


b.
often expand to include all qualified candidates.


c.
are often filled on the basis of kinship.


d.
are constantly expanding.


PG:
284

10.
Chiefs in a rank society possess great prestige and accumulate large amounts of tribute which


a.
is used for their sons’ inheritance.


b.
is used for the inheritance of all of their children.


c.
they then give away.


d.
they keep for their own use.
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11.
Which statement about the class system in the United States is true?


a.
All people have an equal chance of going from rags to riches.


b.
The U.S. allows for the least amount of social mobility.


c.
Most people stay in the same social class for their entire lives.


d.
U.S. society places a higher value on ascribed status than on achieved status.
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12.
Which statement about occupational ranking is false?


a.
Rankings have changed considerably over the past fifty years.


b.
Rankings have remained remarkably stable over the past fifty years.


c.
Rankings in the U.S. are surprisingly consistent with those in other parts of the world.


d.
High level occupations generally require more education and more abstract thinking.
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13.
Which statement about class differences in the U.S. is true?


a.
The years 1945-75 witnessed a widening gap between the various classes.


b.
Over the last 60 years there has been a shrinking of class differences.


c.
The gap between the “haves” and “have-nots” has widened since 1975.


d.
Since 1975 class differences have remained essentially unchanged.
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14.
_____________ societies developed approximately 5,500 years ago.


a.
Egalitarian


b.
Rank


c.
Stratified


d.
Caste
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15.
Caste and class societies


a.
differ in terms of social mobility.


b.
have either absolute mobility or a total lack of mobility.


c.
differ in terms of ascribed versus achieved status.


d.
a and c only
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16.
____________ systems are based on achieved status and permit considerable social mobility.


a.
Chiefdom


b.
Egalitarian


c.
Class


d.
Caste
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17.
The upper class in the United States has considerable power because it


a.
owns the means of production.


b.
controls the media.


c.
has enormous political influence.


d.
all of the above
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18.
Your text describes how many social classes in the United States?


a.
two - the haves and the have-nots


b.
four


c
six


d
twelve
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19.
Members of the same social class share similar economic levels


a.
but very different political views and values.


b.
and often similar educational backgrounds and political views.


c
but very different occupations and memberships in organizations.


d
but very different life chances.
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20.
In caste societies,


a.
no caste has a monopoly on certain occupations.


b.
marriage between castes is strictly prohibited.


c
all castes have equal access to power, prestige, and wealth.


d
social mobility is virtually unrestricted.
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21.
Caste societies are found


a.
in South America and Asia.


b.
in Scandinavian countries.


c
in several regions of the world, such as Hindu India and central Africa.


d
only in Hindu India.
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22.
The highest of the four major Hindu castes is the varna of the


a.
warriors.


b.
priests and scholars.


c
tradesmen.


d
cultivators.
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23.
The jati (sub-castes) of India


a.
have social rankings which vary from one region to another.


b.
are local groups that are strictly endogamous.


c.
only socialize with members of their own group.


d.
all of the above
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24.
Race refers to


a.
a group of people sharing similar cultural traits.


b.
a group of people sharing similar beliefs and ideologies.


c.
nothing more than a statistical statement about the occurrence of physical traits.


d.
three categories: Mongoloid, Negroid, and Caucasoid.
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25.
Ethnicity


a.
refers to cultural traits passed from generation to generation.


b.
tends to cut across socioeconomic lines.


c.
refers to physical and cultural traits of human populations.


d.
a and b
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26.
During the last 25 years, compensation for CEOs in the U.S. (when compared to other segments of the population) has


a.
increased dramatically.


b.
decreased somewhat.


c.
increased only slightly.


d.
remained unchanged.
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27.
The functionalist interpretation of inequality argues that if people are to make sacrifices necessary to perform vital jobs, they must be


a.
adequately rewarded.


b.
that the most highly skilled people deserve the most money.


c.
that the current system serves to move the best people to fill key jobs into those positions in society.


d.
all of the above
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28.
The conflict theory interpretation of inequality argues that


a.
if people are to make sacrifices necessary to perform vital jobs, they must be adequately rewarded.


b.
the most highly skilled people deserve the most money.


c.
the upper levels of the hierarchy exploit those below.


d.
all of the above
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29.
Which statement about per capita gross national income (GNI) is TRUE?


a.
half of the countries of the world have a GNI of under $2500.


b.
the United States has a GNI of over $41,000.


c.
Liberia and Ethiopia have GNIs of less than $150.


d.
all of the above
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30.
Pluralism


a.
describes two or more diverse ethnic groups living in harmony.


b.
describes a racial or ethnic minority’s absorption into the wider society.


c.
describes the political, economic, and social repression of racial and ethnic minorities.


d.
is a myth because it doesn’t exist anywhere in the world today.
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31.
Assimilation is best illustrated by


a.
Palestinians in Israel.


b.
Chechens in Russia.


c.
various Pacific Island cultures living in Hawaii.


d.
French Canadians living in Quebec.
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32.
As a scientific concept, race


a.
is very significant because it gives us a clearer understanding of human behavior than the concept of culture provides.


b.
is seldom, if ever, influenced by people’s beliefs.


c.
justified the exclusion of some groups from the activities of others.


d.
is not very significant because it gives us little insight into human behavior.
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33.
The capitalist class wields enormous influence (well beyond their numbers) by


a.
making large financial contributions to political campaigns.


b.
being recruited to serve in powerful government positions.


c.
controlling the media.


d.
all of the above
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34.
Comparatively, the lower classes in the U.S. has not done very well in the last three decades because


a.
the new post-industrial economy requires increasing amounts of higher education.


b.
tax cuts during the Reagan and George W. Bush administrations have helped the wealthy more than the poor.


c.
labor unions have been on the decline.


d.
all of the above
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35.
Until the recent changes in South Africa in the 1990s, the repression of Blacks under the apartheid system was an example of


a.
assimilation.


b.
legal protection of minorities.


c.
long-term subjugation.


d.
extermination.
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36.
Which statement about the term Dalit is false?


a.
It refers to the upper caste in Hindu India.


b.
It means literally the “crushed” or “oppressed” people of India.


c.
It is a more politically correct term for “Untouchables.”


d.
It refers to the caste of people relegated to performing the most menial tasks.
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37.
Sanskritization refers to the process in India


a.
of moving up the caste ladder.


b.
of slowly adding beef to one’s diet.


c.
of gradually eliminating social mobility from the society.


d.
of becoming more Islamic and less Hindu.
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38.
Which ethnic group in the U.S. grew the fastest during the 1990s?


a.
Vietnamese


b.
Latinos


c.
African-Americans


d.
Arabic speaking peoples
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39.
Which statement about the Latino population in the U.S. is true?


a.
Most Latinos do not speak English.


b.
Most Latinos do not fully participate in the U.S. economy.


c.
Most Latinos are short-timers, planning to return home to their native country as soon as possible.


d.
Latinos have a higher labor force participation rate than either Anglos or African-Americans.
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40. In order to gather adequate data for the rejuvenation of the park in New Jersey, anthropologist Setha Low 


a.
used only participant-observation as a method.


b.
used a number of techniques including social mapping, having all interested parties. make a sketch plan of the proposed park that reflected their values, interests, and needs.


c.
used a standardized survey administered by anthropology students.


d.
gathered information about the needs and values of the members of the surrounding neighborhood who had the most power and prestige.
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True-False

1.
All complex societies are stratified.
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2.
Social inequality occurs in terms of wealth, power, and prestige.
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3.
In egalitarian societies, a few individuals will always have more wealth than others.
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4.
Rank societies have unequal access to wealth but not to power or prestige.
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5.
Caste systems are associated with ascribed status, and class systems are associated with achieved status.
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6.
Based on our knowledge of genetics, we know that there are no pure races.
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7.
An example of genocide was the “ethnic cleansing” of the Serbian forces under President Slobodan Milosevic.
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8.
People who accept the functionalist theory of social inequality argue that societies must pay the best money to the best people.
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9.
The conflict theory of inequality holds that stratification contributes to the overall well being of the society.
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10.
The measurement of different racial groups in the U.S. by using census data is a relatively easy and straight-forward task.
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Short Answer

1.
Name the three criteria delineated by Max Weber for measuring levels of social inequality.
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2.
Define power.
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3.
Define prestige.
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4.
Name the three types of societies based on levels of social inequality.
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5.
What are two different types of stratified societies?
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6.
Define achieved status.
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7.
What are common characteristics of caste societies?
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8.
What is a race?
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9.
What is ethnicity?
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10.
List the six forms of intergroup relations.
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Essay

1.
What determines social ranking across cultures? What type of society is the most egalitarian? What type is the least egalitarian?

2.
Give an example of a society with extremely rigid social ranking. What factors function to maintain such an organization?

3.
What is the functionalist theory of social stratification? How would a functionalist interpret the difference between the salaries of trash collectors and teachers?

4.
What is the conflict theory of social stratification? How would conflict theory explain the organization of an egalitarian society?

5.
Can race relations in the United States be better understood through the idea of long-term subjugation or assimilation? Will the growth of minorities in the United States ever cause a reverse assimilation where the current majority population becomes absorbed into a currently minority population?

6.
What are some of the methodological problems when trying to measure racial composition in the United States by using census data?
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