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Chapter 13

Political Organization and Social Control

Multiple-Choice

1.
Since all societies must maintain social order; they all have


a.
legislatures.


b.
elected officials.


c.
mechanisms of social control.


d.
permanent armies.


ANS:
C


PG:
307

2.
Societies differ in the degree


a.
to which their political institutions are distinct from economic, kinship or religious structures.


b.
to which they concentrate authority into specific political roles.


c.
of their level of political integration.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
308

3.
Band societies are usually


a.
settled populations.


b.
tightly organized under hereditary leaders.


c.
found to have considerable political integration.


d.
none of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
308-309

4.
An example of a band society is the


a.
Ju/’hoansi.


b.
Nuer.


c.
ancient Egyptians.


d.
Chinese


ANS:
A


PG:
308-309

5.
The quote “He carries his own load and is as thin as the rest” refers to the leader of a 


a.
band.


b.
chiefdom.


c.
tribe.


d.
state.


ANS:
A


PG:
309

6.
Tribal societies are usually associated with


a.
food production.


b.
horticulturalists.


c.
pastoralists.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
309

7.
A pan-tribal mechanism is an organization


a.
to which all the men belong.


b.
to which all the women belong.


c.
cutting across and integrating local segments of the tribe into a larger whole.


d.
integrating all tribes from a region into a larger group.


ANS:
C


PG:
309

8.
The shifting nature of the political structure of tribal societies is demonstrated by


a.
pan-tribal mechanisms.


b.
hunting and gathering


c.
segmentary lineage systems.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
C


PG:
310

9.
A good example of a tribal society is the


a.
precolonial Hawaiians.


b.
Chinese.


c.
Ju/’hoansi


d.
Nuer.


ANS:
D


PG:
310

10.
Which statement about pan-tribal mechanisms is true?


a.
They serve to segregate local tribal segments.


b.
They serve to integrate local tribal segments.


c.
They are the same as extended families.


d.
They are permanent political fixtures.


ANS:
B


PG:
309

11.
The European colonial powers


a.
only took colonies in societies with long histories as chiefdoms.


b.
never found chiefs to be associated with supernatural powers.


c.
eliminated traditional chiefs because they interfered with colonial administration.


d.
created chiefs where none had previously existed in order to facilitate administration of local populations.


ANS:
D


PG:
311

12.
An example of a chiefdom is the


a.
Ju/’hoansi.


b.
Nuer.


c.
precolonial Hawaiians.


d.
Chinese.


ANS:
C


PG:
311

13.
Which statement about chiefdoms is true?


a.
Chiefs are involved with economic activities through redistribution.


b.
Chiefs tend to have centralized power.


c.
Chiefs hold permanent positions, often hereditary in nature.


d.
All of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
310-311

14.
As a complex form of political organization, a state society


a.
always relies on supernatural sanctions to maintain social order.


b.
maintains the exclusive right to use force and physical coercion.


c.
maintains its authority by brute force alone.


d.
has the least amount of deviation from the norms.


ANS:
B


PG:
312

15.
The characteristics of state systems of government include


a.
specialized political roles.


b.
large bureaucratic organizations.


c.
organizations with a suprakinship basis.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
311-313

16.
A nation refers to a group of people who share a common


a.
symbolic identity.


b.
culture.


c.
history.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
314

17.
Examples of nation-states comprised of a number of ethnic groups include


a.
the United Kingdom.


b.
Japan.


c.
Russia.


d.
a and c


ANS:
D


PG:
314

18.
All political systems vary along a continuum of


a.
distinctiveness of political institutions from kinship.


b.
level of political integration.


c.
degree of political coerciveness.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
308

19.
Which statement about the rise of state systems of government is FALSE?


a.
V. Gordon Childe put forth a voluntaristic theory of state formation.


b.
Karl Wittfogel is associated with the hydraulic theory of state formation.


c.
Robert Carneiro suggested a coercive theory of state formation.


d.
None of the above.


ANS:
D


PG:
313-314

20.
Foraging societies are usually


a.
state societies.


b.
chiefdoms.


c.
tribal societies.


d.
band societies.


ANS:
D


PG:
308

21.
The redistributive mode of distribution is predominantly found in


a.
band societies.


b.
chiefdoms.


c.
state societies.


d.
segmentary lineage societies.


ANS:
B


PG:
310-311

22.
Societies with intensive agriculture are most often


a.
state societies.


b.
chiefdoms.


c.
tribal societies.


d.
band societies.


ANS:
A


PG:
312

23.
What do the Kurds living in Turkey, the French living in Canada, and the Chechens living in Russia all have in common?


a.
They all share the same religion.


b.
They are all seeking statehood or expanded autonomy.


c.
They are all at the same level of economic development.


d.
They are all tribal societies.


ANS:
B


PG:
314-315

24.
Deviance


a.
is an absolute defined in the same way by all cultures.


b.
is more likely to occur in acephalous societies than in state societies.


c.
refers to the violation of social norms.


d.
has nothing to do with social control.


ANS:
C


PG:
322

25.
The global trend over the last several decades has been toward


a.
a greater number of democracies.


b.
a greater number of autocracies.


c.
fewer free elections of political leaders.


d.
greater repression of opposition political parties.


ANS:
A


PG:
316-317

26.
Corporate lineages function effectively to maintain social control because


a.
they have power to control the economic well being of their members.


b.
of their small scale nature.


c.
of their diffuse roles.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
324

27.
In societies where dead ancestors are considered fully functioning members of the descent group, an especially effective means of social control may be


a.
socialization.


b.
ancestor worship.


c.
public opinion.


d.
witchcraft.


ANS:
B


PG:
325-326

28.
Age set systems serve as mechanisms of social control because


a.
they are associated with a belief that social deviance will cause one to suffer in the afterlife.


b.
only members of an individual’s own age set have any authority over him.


c.
the members always spend a lot of time drinking beer together.


d.
individuals’ initiations almost always include an intense period of training in the norms and values of the society.


ANS:
D


PG:
326-327

29.
The nuclear confrontation between India and Pakistan in 2002 was averted by


a.
the president of India.


b.
leaders of the information technology industry.


c.
the president of Pakistan.


d.
U.S. diplomatic efforts.


ANS:
B


PG:
318-319

30.
Which statement about the legal system of Canada is TRUE?


a.
in some provinces local religious authorities can settle certain civil cases


b.
the Islamic community in Canada wants to substitute its own religious laws for the national legal structure


c.
it is one of the least accepting of immigrant legal ideas and procedures.


d.
it is presently considering outlawing the immigration of Muslims into Canada.


ANS:
A


PG:
319

31.
The basic features of law include


a.
the illegitimate use of physical coercion.


b.
allocating official authority to privileged people who are able to use coercion legitimately.


c.
the total inability to predict the outcome of disputes.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
B


PG:
329-330

32.
Social control in small-scale (acephalous) societies is maintained by


a.
socialization.


b.
degradation ceremonies.


c.
corporate lineage structures.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
323-327

33.
A society will go to war when


a.
it is threatened.


b.
it wants to further its own ends.


c.
it is defending a moral position.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
332

34.
A Leopard-skin Chief among the Nuer


a.
serves as a mediator between a victim’s family and the family of a murderer.


b.
serves as judge and jury in criminal and civil cases.


c.
serves as a judge to determine guilt, but has no authority to determine punishment.


d.
has authority to impose a settlement on the disputing parties.


ANS:
A


PG:
328

35.
Moots are


a.
found in most Asian societies.


b.
formal public courts that decide cases involving the breaking of written laws.


c.
formal settlements of disputes involving only kinsmen of the litigants.


d.
informal airings of disputes involving kinsmen and friends of the litigants.


ANS:
D


PG:
328-329

36.
State systems of government are a significant political development in human history and developed because of


a.
military might.


b.
a variety of reasons on which there is no consensus.


c.
skill in food production which allowed the accumulation of surplus.


d.
the need to control irrigation.


ANS:
B


PG:
313

37.
The voluntaristic theory of state development argues that


a.
state societies developed before agriculture.


b.
state societies developed before occupational specialization.


c.
the introduction of intensive agriculture created food surpluses, which allowed some individuals to engage in new occupational roles.


d.
state societies developed because of dependence on irrigation.


ANS:
C


PG:
313

38.
The hydraulic theory of state formation argues that


a.
machinery had to be invented before state systems developed.


b.
farmers with irrigation systems came to see benefits in joining together and becoming part of a larger political entity.


c.
centralized governments developed out of military power rather than self interest.


d.
the plow was the major factor behind the development of state systems of government.


ANS:
B


PG:
313

39.
In Iran the terms “mediation” and “compromise”


a.
have a positive meaning for reaching agreement


b.
have a negative meaning for reaching agreement


c.
have the same meaning as they do in the United States


d.
a and c only


ANS:
B


PG:
331

40.
Which statement is true about Ruth Benedict’s role in helping to rebuild Japan after WWII?


a.
She argued to keep the institution of the Emperor in post war Japan


b.
Her book, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword, sold more copies in Japan than in the United States.


c.
She used her own anthropological research on Japanese culture to inform the rebuilding process in Japan.


d.
All of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
314-315

True-False

1.
Political organization involves cultural arrangements to minimize disruption and maintain order.


ANS:
T


PG:
307

2.
Leadership roles in band societies tend to be very informal.


ANS:
T


PG:
308

3.
Pan-tribal associations are permanent political fixtures that cut across and integrate all local segments of a tribe.


ANS:
F


PG:
309-310

4.
In some parts of their colonial empire, the British imposed chiefs over tribal societies.


ANS:
T


PG:
311

5.
State systems are large, hierarchical, and organized on a suprakinship basis.


ANS:
T


PG:
312

6.
State systems of government are supported by intensive agriculture, which is required to support a large number of non-food producing bureaucrats.


ANS:
T


PG:
312

7.
In some societies today, women hold the majority of leadership positions in the government.


ANS:
F


PG:
315-316

8.
Societies with a belief in witchcraft accept the idea that misfortunes are the result of natural causes.


ANS:
F


PG:
325-326

9.
Leadership in band societies is usually hereditary.


ANS:
F


PG:
308

10.
Kpelle moots are held in the homes of the complainant and all parties sit very close together in a random mixed fashion.


ANS:
T


PG:
328

Short Answer

1.
On what three dimensions do societies differ in their political organization?

ANS:
the extent to which political institutions are distinct from other aspects of the social structure, the extent to which authority is concentrated into specific political roles, the level of political integration


PG:
308

2.
What are the four types of political structure?


ANS:
band societies, tribal societies, chiefdoms, and state societies


PG:
308

3.
List traits common to band societies.

ANS:
have the least amount of political integration, political decisions are often embedded in the wider social structure, and leadership roles tend to be very informal


PG:
308-309

4.
What is a major difference between tribes and bands?

ANS:
Tribal societies have certain pan-tribal mechanisms that cut across and integrate all of the local segments of the tribe into a larger whole.


PG:
309

5.
How do chiefdoms differ from bands and tribes?

ANS:
integrate a number of local communities in a more formal and permanent way, chiefs are centralized and permanent officials with higher rank, power, and authority than others in the society, redistribution is the mode of economics


PG:
320 (See Tables 13.1 and 13.2)

6.
On which two important functions does the authority of the state rest?

ANS:
holds the exclusive right to use force and physical coercion and maintains authority by means of ideology


PG:
312

7.
What is a nation-state?

ANS:
a group of people sharing a common cultural background and unified by a political structure that they all consider to be legitimate


PG:
314

8.
What are three theories of state formation and their major proponents?

ANS:
V. Gordon Childe – voluntaristic theory of state formation, Karl Wittfogel – hydraulic theory of state formation, Robert Carneiro – coercive theory of state formation


PG:
313

9.
List informal mechanisms of social control.

ANS:
socialization, public opinion, corporate lineages, and supernatural belief systems, age organizations


PG:
323-327

10.
List formal mechanisms of social control.


ANS:
song duels, intermediaries, moots, oaths and ordeals, courts and codified law, warfare


PG:
327-333

Essay

1.
What are four levels of political integration recognized by anthropologists? How do they differ?

2.
How does distribution of products in chiefdoms and states differ from that of bands and tribes? Do economic factors appear to have significant influence on political organization?

3.
Discuss the three major theories of state formation by Childe, Wittfogel, and Carneiro. What are the premises and assumptions of each? Which theory offers the most complete explanation? Why?

4.
What formal means of social control are used in non-state societies?

5.
Contrast the political organization of chiefdoms and states.

6.
How can the distorted sex ratios in India and China lead to an increase in warfare and crime?

264
274
273

