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Chapter 15

Art

Multiple-Choice

1.
The five piece work of art by artist Russell Biles makes which political statement?


a.
supporting the war in Iraq


b.
against same sex marriage


c.
anti gun control


d.
none of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
374-376

2.
The anthropological definition of art


a.
is a universal one, accepted by all professionals.


b.
refers to processes, products, and transformation of forms in ways that are aesthetically pleasing to members of the society.


c.
emphasizes permanent material forms of art as the most important.


d.
does not recognize symbolic communication as art.


ANS:
B


PG:
367-368

3.
Anthropologists recognize that art may include


a.
folklore told to young children.


b.
dances that are part of initiation ceremonies.


c.
body decoration.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
367

4.
Professional art critics 


a.
are part of the art establishment in the U.S. that determines what constitutes good art.


b.
are found in all societies.


c.
set the standards that determine what constitutes good art in all societies.


d.
are found in the U.S. and Europe only.


ANS:
A


PG:
368-369

5.
Anthropologists consider the term “primitive”


a.
to refer to the art of the more backward non-Western societies.


b.
misleading, because it connotes inferiority and evolutionary sequencing.


c.
to only refer to non-permanent forms of art.


d.
to only refer to the non-material art forms of societies that are organized as bands, tribes, or chiefdoms.


ANS:
B


PG:
369-370

6.
In complex societies


a.
art forms and aesthetic knowledge are uniformly spread across all classes.


b.
only members of the upper class have the time, money, and knowledge to be able to produce art objects.


c.
aesthetic critics responsible for establishing artistic standards are invariably members of the upper classes or are employed by them.


d.
art is more democratic and all people have relatively equal access to it.


ANS:
C


PG:
370

7.
When displayed in museums, descriptions of non-western art (as compared to western art) often include


a.
the specific culture from which it comes.


b.
the name of the artist.


c.
the materials used to make it.


d.
a and c only


ANS:
D


PG:
369

8.
The art form which has received the greatest amount of anthropological attention is


a.
body decoration.


b.
dance.


c.
music.


d.
graphic and plastic arts.


ANS:
D


PG:
376

9.
Bert, Ernie, and Kermit of Sesame Street, through music,


a.
only entertain the bored children of a complex society.


b.
are not part of an aesthetic process.


c.
are examples of art that educates children about conflict resolution, the fun of learning and race or ethnic relations.


d.
a and b


ANS:
C


PG:
372-373

10.
Liberation Theater is a form of art that is


a.
based on the philosophies of Franz Boas.


b.
designed to focus on the involvement of the audience.


c.
used for social change.


d.
b and c only


ANS:
D


PG:
374

11.
Navajo sand painting is not only an art form, but also plays a part in Navajo


a.
religion.


b.
myth.


c.
healing practices.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
371

12.
When viewed cross-culturally, artists


a.
almost always are anti-establishment.


b.
often reinforce the existing sociocultural system, especially in non-western societies.


c.
never support the inequalities of the stratification system of a society.


d.
a and c


ANS:
B


PG:
373

13.
An Inuit artist carving ivory


a.
is producing a craft and not art.


b.
mostly works for commissions.


c.
is involved in a total act of will, which transforms the ivory into whatever he wants to create.


d.
sees his activity as a liberation of whatever form is already in a piece of ivory.


ANS:
D


PG:
376

14.
The Mano “god-spirit” mask, which embodies the spiritual force in Liberia,


a.
serves as an agent of social control and conflict resolution, as well as an expression of religious belief.


b.
plays only a religious role in the society.


c.
serves only as a crude reminder of the dead ancestor.


d.
is an important social control mechanism that has little or no religious significance.


ANS:
A


PG:
373

15.
In the more complex societies, state governments


a.
deliberately use art to ensure freedom of expression.


b.
always carefully control art to prevent social agitation.


c.
always represses artistic forms that criticize national symbols.


d.
sponsor art for the sake of instilling obedience and maintaining the status quo.


ANS:
D


PG:
373-374

16.
Chilean arpilleristas


a.
told the story of political oppression on scraps of cloth.


b.
were banned in their own country.


c.
attempted to raise the consciousness of their oppressed countrymen to bring about political and social change.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
374

17.
Art collecting


a.
occurs in all societies.


b.
serves as a symbol of high prestige, because art objects are unique and priceless.


c.
is found in state societies.


d.
b and c


ANS:
D


PG:
373

18.
Major concerns of ethnomusicology include interest in


a.
how a culture distinguishes between music and nonmusic.


b.
the social relationships between musicians.


c.
the nature of the musical instruments.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
377

19.
Ethnomusicologists are primarily interested in


a.
the study of music in its cultural context.


b.
the study of music only as artistic process.


c.
the study of how much musical performers get paid.


d.
a and c


ANS:
A


PG:
377

20.
Dance


a.
has been defined as purposeful and intentionally rhythmical nonverbal body movements.


b.
is culturally patterned and has aesthetic value.


c.
may be of religious significance but never expresses political concerns.


d.
a and b


ANS:
D


PG:
378-380

21.
The multiple functions of dance


a.
may be performed simultaneously.


b.
can express political values and attitudes.


c.
hinder rather than educate a generation in cultural values.


d.
a and b


ANS:
D


PG:
380

22.
Cultural Survival is an organization which helps indigenous people


a.
gain title to their land


b.
avoid exploitation by outsiders


c.
develop new sources of revenue


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
378-379

23.
Folklore, as a creative form of expression, includes


a.
tongue twisters.


b.
lullabies.


c.
proverbs.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
D


PG:
382-383

24.
Folktales differ from legends in that legends


a.
are always true while folktales are not.


b.
exist largely for the purpose of entertainment.


c.
attempt to explain the establishment of local customs.


d.
all of the above


ANS:
C


PG:
382

25.
Myths are


a.
found only in food collecting societies.


b.
designed to explain such issues as where we came from and why we are here.


c.
always untrue.


d.
not found in western, industrialized societies.


ANS:
B


PG:
382

26.
Myths are important to anthropologists because


a.
they are historically factual.


b.
they represent the human search for significance, meaning and truth.


c.
they are used to attack a society’s social order.


d.
they are totally non-religious.


ANS:
B


PG:
382

27.
The Yanomamo myths of creation


a.
are rooted in the Biblical story of Adam and Eve.


b.
stress the importance of social order.


c.
explain how men and women were created.


d.
explain that men were created by women.


ANS:
C


PG:
382

28.
In Western societies, mythology is


a.
universally rejected.


b.
still has an appeal, as indicated by the popularity of the characters in the Star Wars movies and the work of Joseph Campbell.


c.
is no longer seriously studied.


d.
a and c only


ANS:
B


PG:
382

29.
U.S. baseball players have not been very successful at playing in Japan because


a.
they try too hard to overpower the ball.


b.
they fail to understand the Japanese concept of wa.

c.
they are inferior players.


d.
b and c only


ANS:
B


PG:
386

30.
Folktales


a.
do not have a plot and character development.


b.
can be analyzed in terms of plot, character development, and structure.


c.
are generally the recognized works of a specific author.


d.
play little or no role in socialization.


ANS:
B


PG:
382-383

31.
An important difference between folktales and written art forms is


a.
that folktales have a single, unchanging structure.


b.
that folktales are found only in non-Western societies.


c.
the significant artistry involved in the telling of the tales.


d.
a and c


ANS:
C


PG:
383

32.
Anthropologists do not use the term “primitive” to refer to art because


a.
they cannot agree on a definition for the term.


b.
primitive art is a craft, not really an art.


c.
of its connotations of both inferiority and evolutionary sequencing.


d.
contemporary societies do not make such art at the present.


ANS:
C


PG:
369-370

33.
Art is the process and the products of applying certain skills to any activity that transforms


a.
matter, sound, or motion into a form deemed aesthetically pleasing to people in a society.


b.
only durable matter into a form deemed aesthetically pleasing to people in a society.


c.
matter, sound, or motion into a form that must be judged by art critics to be aesthetically pleasing.


d.
only sound or motion into a form deemed aesthetically pleasing to people in a society.


ANS:
A


PG:
368

34.
Full-time specialists, including aesthetic critics, emerged after


a.
World War I.


b.
the American Revolution.


c.
the rise of cities


d.
the invention of oil paints.


ANS:
C


PG:
370

35.
What do Sergei Eisenstein, Akira Kurosawa, Ingmar Bergman, and Zacharias Kunuk all have in common?


a.
They are world class sculptures.


b.
They are world class filmmakers.


c.
They are world class choreographers.


d.
They are world class painters.


ANS:
B


PG:
384

36.
Alan Lomax’s cross-cultural research on music


a.
found almost no similarities from one society to another.


b.
found some broad correlations between various aspects of music and a culture’s level of subsistence.


c.
found that music in egalitarian, small-scale societies was essentially similar to music in complex, industrialized societies.


d.
found that music in small-scale societies had nonrepetitious texts.


ANS:
B


PG:
380

37.
The film The Fast Runner (2002)


a.
is a remake of Robert Flaherty’s documentary Nanook of the North.


b.
portrays modern life in Nunavut in the 21st century.


c.
is a film based on a traditional Inuit myth.


d.
was filmed by a Hollywood film crew.


ANS:
C


PG:
384

38.
Which statement about music in the 21st century is true?


a.
There is increasing collaboration between different art forms throughout the world.


b.
There is less collaboration between different art forms throughout the world.


c.
Within the next generation or two all traditional forms of music will disappear.


d.
b and c


ANS:
A


PG:
387-388

39.
Music found in large-scale, stratified societies is characterized by


a.
repetitious texts.


b.
solo singing.


c.
wide melodic intervals.


d.
slurred articulation.


ANS:
B


PG:
379

40.
Harvey Littleton, Dale Chihuly, and Stanislav Lebenski all are internationally known


a.
painters.


b.
filmmakers.


c.
glass artists.


d.
choreographers.


ANS:
C


PG:
386-387

True-False

1.
According to anthropologists, art should be creative, playful, emotionally evocative, transformational, symbolic, and should reflect technical skill.


ANS:
T


PG:
367

2.
Societies without professional art establishments still have artistic standards although they tend to be more democratic.


ANS:
T


PG:
370

3.
The symbolism and creative aspect of art always contradicts mainstream social and political thought and works against social integration.


ANS:
F


PG:
373

4.
Graphic and plastic arts include painting, sculpture, and architecture but not embroidery, weaving, or tattooing.


ANS:
F


PG:
376

5.
The death masks of the Mano of northeastern Liberia played an important role in the administration of justice.


ANS:
T


PG:
373

6.
What one actually hears when listening to music from another culture is influenced by one’s own culture.


ANS:
T


PG:
377

7.
Dance is purposeful and intentionally rhythmical nonverbal body movements that are culturally patterned and have aesthetic value.


ANS:
T


PG:
378-379

8.
Myths are untrue narratives that result from ignorance of history.


ANS:
F


PG:
382

9.
Folktales are mostly spiritual and have no particular basis in history.


ANS:
F


PG:
382-383

10.
Capoeira is a Brazilian art form combining dance, acrobatics, and martial arts


ANS:
T


PG:
380-381

Short Answer

1.
What term do anthropologists use instead of “primitive culture?”


ANS:
small-scale culture


PG:
369

2.
What psychological function does art serve for the artist?


ANS:
permits the release of emotional energy in a very concrete or visible way


PG:
372

3.
What negative impact can art have for the artist and the viewer?


ANS:
If the process is not successful, can result in increased frustrations and tension for the artist. Can elicit disturbing or painful emotions that can lead to psychological discomfort for the viewer.


PG:
372

4.
The association of art with status symbols is seen in societies with what kind of population?


ANS:
ranked populations


PG:
374

5.
What is liberation theater?


ANS:
political theater that focuses on the involvement of the audience in the creation and the performance of the play itself


PG:
374

6.
List some of the kinds of forms included in graphic and plastic arts.


ANS:
painting, sculpture, printmaking, architecture, weaving, embroidery, tailoring, jewelry making, tattooing, wood carving, metalworking


PG:
376

7.
What are the four major concerns of ethnomusicology?


ANS:
ideas about music, social structure of music, characteristics of the music itself, and material culture of music


PG:
377

8.
How does dance perform a political function within a society?


ANS:
expresses political values and attitudes, shows allegiance to political leaders, and controls behavior


PG:
380

9.
What are folktales (legends)?


ANS:
verbal art forms that are more secular in nature, have no particular basis in history, and exist largely for the purposes of entertainment


PG:
382

10.
What is the impact of globalization on art forms?


ANS:
Pure art forms are becoming increasingly difficult to find as the world becomes more interdependent.


PG:
386-389

Essay

1.
What are the characteristics of the art process in state societies? What does socioeconomic class have to do with art in complex societies?

2.
Contrast the psychological functions of art for the artist and for the audience. Do those functions always elicit positive emotions?

3.
Discuss the impact of both internal and external change on expressive arts. How are they affected by globalization in the twentieth century?

4.
What is the relationship between art and the status quo? In what types of societies can art serve as a mechanism of social control?

5.
What is ethnomusicology? What are the major ways in which ethnomusicologists have found that music differs across cultures?

6.
Discuss a number of different examples of how art can make a political statement.

7.
In what ways do films from Hollywood (USA) differ from films made in Bollywood (India)?
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