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Chapter 9

Marriage and the Family

Multiple-Choice

1.
Which of the following is a function of the family?


a.
provides for the material, educational, and emotional needs of children


b.
regulates the sexual division of labor


c.
regulates sexual mating and reproduction


d.
all of the above
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2.
The textbook defines marriage as a socially approved union between a man and a women that regulates


a.
the sexual and economic rights and obligations between them.


b.
primarily the rearing of children.


c.
primarily sexual rights and obligations.


d.
primarily their economic rights and obligations.
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3.
According to an official statement of the American Anthropological Association,


a.
same sex marriages are threatening to viable social order


b.
same sex marriages are immoral and should be avoided at all costs


c.
families built on same sex marriages can contribute to stable and humane societies


d.
a and b only
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4.
Ferraro defines marriage as a normally permanent arrangement but recognizes that


a.
the permanence of marriage may vary from society to society.


b.
small-scale societies have higher divorce rates than industrialized societies.


c.
in all non-industrialized societies, marriages last until death.


d.
only in very small-scale societies do marriages last until death.
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5.
The Nayar of southern India


a.
have no marital institutions at all.


b.
live together as husband and wife only for the first several years of marriage.


c.
have no children unless they marry a member of another group.


d.
neither cohabit nor economically cooperate as married couples.
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6.
The prohibition against sexual relations with certain categories of kin is called


a.
monogamy.


b.
cross-cousin marriage.


c.
the incest taboo.


d.
endogamy.
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7.
A nuclear family includes all of the following EXCEPT

a.
mother.


b.
uncle.


c.
father.


d.
sister.
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8.
The incest taboo


a.
universally prohibits first cousins from marrying.


b.
prohibits sexual relations with anyone on the father’s side of the family.


c.
prohibits sexual relations with certain categories of kin.


d.
universally prohibits marriage between clan members.
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9.
The idea that there is a natural aversion to sexual intercourse among those who have grown up together


a.
has received no support from anthropological research.


b.
does not explain why there are incidents of incest which occur in families.


c.
has received some support from evidence that such an aversion may be developed even if it is not natural or genetic.


d.
b and c
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10.
Polyandry is 


a.
a man having more than one wife at a time.


b.
a woman having more than one husband at a time.


c.
a practice that keeps family land intact when there is a land shortage.


d.
b and c only
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11.
According to the family disruption theory, mating within the nuclear family would


a.
disrupt the family’s function as a unit of economic cooperation.


b.
disrupt the family’s function as a unit of socialization.


c.
create role ambiguity.


d.
all of the above
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12.
Incest avoidance can have positive social advantages by forcing people to marry outside of their immediate family, thereby


a.
developing a stronger set of relationships within their own family than a wider network of interfamily alliances.


b.
creating relationships with people with whom they are likely to cooperate.


c.
creating relationships with more people with whom they are likely to become hostile.


d.
a and c
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13.
Marrying outside a group is


a.
polygamy.


b.
monogamy.


c.
exogamy.


d.
endogamy.
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14.
Castes in India provide a good example of


a.
caste endogamy.


b.
caste exogamy.


c.
free selection of spouses.


d.
none of the above
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15.
Which statement about cousin marriage is FALSE?


a.
All states in the U.S. prohibit by law cousin marriage.


b.
There is no compelling scientific evidence to support banning cousin marriage.


c.
Geneticists have proved that cousin marriage causes serious birth defects.


d.
Most European countries prohibit cousin marriage.
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16.
Which statement about bridewealth is FALSE?


a.
It tends to destabilize marriage.


b.
It symbolizes the union of two kin groups.


c.
It represents compensation to the wife’s family.


d.
It legalizes marriages and legitimizes children.
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17.
Cross cousins are defined as the children of


a.
your second cousins.


b.
your mother’s brother or father’s sister.


c.
your father’s brother or mother’s sister.


d.
your parents’ cousins.
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18.
The levirate is a marriage custom in which


a.
a widow marries the brother or another close relative of her dead husband.


b.
a widower marries the sister or another close relative of his dead wife.


c.
a person marries a cross-cousin.


d.
a person marries a parallel cousin
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19.
The sororate is a marriage custom in which


a.
a widow is expected to marry the brother or another close relative of her dead husband.


b.
a widower is expected to marry the sister or another close relative of his dead wife.


c.
a man marries his stepsister.


d.
a man takes his brother’s widow as a wife.
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20.
Which practice is found among the Ju/’hoansi of southwestern Africa?


a.
bridewealth


b.
reciprocal exchange of material goods


c.
dowry


d.
bride service


PG:
219

21.
In the majority of cultures of the world, polygyny is


a.
the preferred form of marriage.


b.
practiced by the majority of men in the world.


c.
less common than polyandry.


d.
considered by anthropologists to be less moral than monogamy.
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22.
The marriage of several brothers to one woman


a.
sometimes occurs in Tibet.


b.
is called primogeniture.


c.
is necessary in pastoral societies.


d.
occurs only in hunting and gathering societies.
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23.
The post-marital residence pattern characterized by the couple living with or near the parents of the bride is called


a.
patrilocal.


b.
bilocal.


c.
matrilocal.


d.
neolocal.
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24.
Which statement about polygyny in Africa is FALSE?


a.
Polygyny is a thing of the past.


b.
Some traditional women support it.


c.
Men generally view polygyny more positively than women do.


d.
Opposition to polygyny today comes from younger, well-educated women.
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25.
Competition among co-wives in a polygynous household is reduced when


a.
sororal polygyny is practiced.


b.
co-wives all live in the same household and share the same kitchen.


c.
they are given separate living quarters.


d.
a and c
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26.
Bride service is practiced


a.
only in societies with high levels of material wealth.


b.
often in hunting and gathering societies.


c.
as compensation to the bride’s family for the loss of her economic potential and childbearing capacity.


d.
b and c only
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27.
Nuclear families are found in societies


a.
in which there is a great amount of geographic mobility.


b.
that have become industrialized.


c.
with complex systems of government.


d.
which are highly stratified.
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28.
The monetization of bridewealth


a.
has increasingly created the view of marriage as a financial transaction.


b.
has reduced the significance of marriage as an alliance between kin groups.


c.
has been associated with the postponing of marriage until a later age.


d.
all of the above
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29.
Polyandry


a.
is one of the most common forms of marriage in the world today.


b.
allows a society to avoid the division of small plots of land among sons.


c.
leads to competition and especially sexual jealousy among husbands.


d.
is practiced widely in South America.


PG:
216-217

30.
Bridewealth


a.
is the price a man pays for a wife.


b.
increases the likelihood of a marriage ending in divorce.


c.
tends to create bad relations between the families of the bride and groom.


d.
legitimizes marriages and transfers rights over children to the father’s family.
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31.
Neolocal residence means


a.
changing residence from that of the relatives of the husband to those of the wife approximately every two years.


b.
living near the relatives of the husband.


c.
living near the relatives of the wife.


d.
living in a place of one’s own.
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32.
The decline in the percentage of nuclear families in the United States has been influenced by


a.
the acceptance of alternative lifestyles in recent years.


b.
the increasing divorce rate.


c.
delays in childbearing and marriage.


d.
all of the above
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33.
Although the nuclear family has been the ideal in the U.S. for most of the 20th century,


a.
now only slightly more than half of American families are nuclear.


b.
families today look like the households portrayed in the 1950s sitcoms.


c.
now families are becoming more extended.


d.
now only about one household in four is nuclear.
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34.
In extended family systems,


a.
the man’s obligation to his wife is more important than his obligations to his brothers.


b.
blood ties are more important than ties of marriage.


c.
a woman cannot be controlled by another person after she is married.


d.
a and b only
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35.
A marriage in which a man marries women who are sisters is called


a.
the levirate.


b.
fraternal polyandry.


c.
sororal polygyny.


d.
fraternal polygyny.
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36.
In this chapter’s Contemporary Issue, arranged marriages by an Iraqi father for his daughters (ages 13 and 14) resulted in


a.
the father being convicted of child abuse.


b.
the father and the daughter being deported from the United States.


c.
the husbands of the two daughters being convicted of statutory rape.


d.
a and c only
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37.
Which statement about children of Hawaiian ancestry is true?


a.
They contribute to the everyday work of the household


b.
They tend to be uncooperative and lazy


c.
They should be given more responsibility in the classroom


d.
a and c only
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38.
In U.S. society, the typical marital residence pattern is


a.
neolocal.


b.
patrilocal.


c.
avunculocal.


d.
matrilocal.
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39.
In Western societies, mate selection is largely a decision made


a.
by the bride and groom’s extended families.


b.
with attention to the financial stability of the two partners.


c.
jointly by the prospective bride and groom.


d.
by the family of the bride.
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40.
Which of the following is NOT a cause of the rapidly rising divorce rate in the U.S. today?


a.
Industrialization and urbanization have undermined traditional family functions.


b.
Americans are less moral today.


c.
The rise of individualism has caused people to be less willing to make sacrifice for family members.


d.
The law has made it increasingly easier to get a divorce.
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True-False

1.
Ferraro defines family as a social unit characterized by common residence, economic cooperation, and child rearing.


PG:
203

2.
Young people in a number of different cultures are beginning to use matchmaking websites on the Internet to find an appropriate spouse.
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3.
In U.S. society, the preferred marital residence pattern is patrilocal.
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4.
Outbreeding, which occurs in human populations with strong incest taboos, has a number of positive genetic consequences.
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5.
Cultures restrict the choice of marriage partners by such practices as endogamy, the levirate and the sororate.
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6.
Most societies with arranged marriages assume that marriage is a union of two kin groups, not merely two individuals.
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7.
Parallel cousins are first cousins that are born in the same year.
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8.
According to most anthropologists, arranged marriages are inherently immoral.
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9.
Bridewealth is the money given by the groom when he wants to buy a wife.
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10.
Many young African women today believe that bridewealth functions to heighten her dignity, increase her husband’s gratitude, and reduce the chances of divorce.
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Short Answer

1.
What are three social benefits of marriage?
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2.
In which state of the United States is polygyny most widely practiced?
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3.
List the theories that attempt to explain the incest taboo.
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4.
What are three major types of marriage based on the number of spouses permitted?
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5.
What is a critical factor influencing the incidence of polygyny?


PG:
215

6.
Where is bridewealth most widely found?
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7.
What are some of the functions of bridewealth that anthropologists have identified?
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8.
Societies that cannot accumulate capital practice what form of marriage exchange?
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9.
What is dowry?


PG:
219-220

10.
What are the five types of post-marital residence patterns?
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Essay

1.
Describe and discuss the differences between American style marriage and marriage among any cultural group in Sub-Saharan Africa.

2.
What is a good cross-cultural definition of marriage? What are some of the problems that emerge from attempting to apply a single definition across cultures?

3.
What are the advantages and disadvantages of polygyny for women in cultures that permit plural marriage?

4.
What types of societies allow cousins to marry? In those societies, what types of cousins can marry and why is this arrangement preferred?

5.
Compare the custom of giving a future bride a diamond engagement ring with bridewealth.
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