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" AOAMUTA HHMKOAOBRA

" LOLITA NIKOLOVA

TIPAMCTOPUYECKM JXEHCKM QUI'VPKA
OT T'OPHOCTPIMCKATA OOAVHA (I)

Toprocmpsmckama goauna e egun om HoBonpoyu-
Banume npaucmopuuecku pationu Ha Baakanume
(Nikolova 1999; Nikolova 2000, 65~92). Mekgy He-
ny6aukyBanume naxogku, omkpumu go 90-me zo-
gunu, ca gBe npaucmopuuecku anmponomopdru
¢uzypku — egnama om ¢ouga na I'IM-KapaoBo,
kossmo cnopeg unBenmapnama kuuza npousxokga
om Bana-Tlaockama mozuna. Ipyzama ¢ueypka e
om vacmnama cbupka na H. Cp6eB (c. [Ipbene,
KapaoBcko). Cnopeg co6cmBenuka, msa e om pa-
tioHa Ha c. [In6ene.

1. Queypka N2 1 om Bana-TIaockama mozuaa

Bansa-TTaockama Moezuaa e Guao egno om Haii-zone-
Mume ceauwa npes pannus neoaum 8 Topo-
cmpsimckama goauna. 3a cekasenue none 8 I'VIM-
KapaoBo auncBam mamepuaau om paskonkume na
I1. OemeB (HemeB 1968, 139--150) na ceauwama
Mozuaa, HO om Hest ce chxpansBa skencka dueypka
(o6p. 1) (Nikolova 1998, 99-132, fig. 9; Nikolova
2000, 6592, fig. 6.13: 8). Ta e uspabomena om zau-
Ha, npumeceHa ¢ egbp U cumen nsicpk, u 3aamua
caloga. TToBspxHocmma e goBpe 3azaagena ¢ mbM-

'PREHISTORIC FEMALE FIGURINES

FROM THE UPPER STRYAMA VALLEY (I)

The Upper Stryama valley is one of the newly inves-

tigated prehistoric regions in the Balkans (Nikolova
1999; Nikolova 2000, 65—-92). Among the unpub-
lished finds discovered up to the 90s, there are two
prehistoric anthropomorphic figurines — one from
the depository of Historical Museum in Karlovo
Town, that according to the inventory book, origi-
nates from Banya-Ploskata Mogila. The another
figurine belongs to the private collection of N.
Subev (the village of Dubene, Karlovo District).
According to its owner, it originates from the area
of Dubene Village.

1. Figurine No. 1 from Banya-Ploskata Mogila

Banya-Ploskata mogila was one of the biggest Early
Neolithic settlements in the Upper Stryama valley.
Unfortunately, at least at Historical Museum in
Katlovo Town, there are missing materials from the
excavations of P. Detev (IemeB 1968, 139—150) at
the tell, but a female figurine is preserved there (fig.
1) (Nikolova 1998, 99-132, fig. 9; Nikolova 2000,
65-92, fig. 6.13: 8). It is made from clay paste
mixed with coarse and fine sand and golden mica.

7 06p. 1. Puzypa om Bans-Ilaockama mozuna, Kapaobcka obusuna.
Fig. 1. A figurine from Banya-Ploskata Mogila, Karlovo Municipality.

Ag.
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menm 68 Queypasnama naacmuka npes panus
neoaum B Ilenmpaanume Basakanu, ¢ napasesu om-
HoBo B Bacelina na Jopra Cmpyma (HoxagrkueB 1981,
73-76, due. 3). CéawkaBa zu crino Bpssanuam op-
Hamenm, kottmo npu pakumoBckama ¢ueypka e
npegcmaBen om momuB om gBe Bepmukaanu Ha-
ceuku, waxmamuo pasnoaokeru Bspxy eppba, a Bup-
%y auueBama cmpasa me nokpuBam eaaBuo
npocmpaticmBomo Mekgy 2aaBama u 6locma. Ha
ceBep, B pationa na komnackea Ipagewnuua-Cmapue-
Bo-Kpuw, cmuaboBugha anmponomopdua ¢uzypka,
¢ pmswupsBawa ce goana vacm, ¢ gokymenmupana
8 ceauwiemo BewenoBa, saegno c gpyeu ¢uzypku
om obwu c uenmpastume Baskanu munoBe
(Lazarovici 1979, table 10: 1-3, 911, 1316, 25).

CaegoBameano, cpaBrumesanama xponosoeus Bo-
gu go usBoga, ue skenckama ¢ueypka om TVIM —
KapaoBo ce omuacs keM goaHUs naacm Ha ceAuw-
Hama Mozuaa npu c¢. Bang u gamupa om panen
neoaum II-III (cnopeg apeymenmupanama nepuo-
gusauust B Nikolova 1998).

VinpaBenume Quzypku ¢ neapmukysupana gosna
yacm ca MHOZO NONYASIPHU Npe3 panhus Heoaum. M.
YoxagkueB (1981) u U. BaticoB (1984) nyGaukyBaxa
peguua Haxogku om Jopua Cmpyma u Coduticko,
gokamo B. MauanoBa npegcmaBu o8 apxeosozusu-
pad pezuoHaAcH MOgeA Ha obpegHa mpaguuusd om
3anagnume Pogonu (PakumoBo) npes pasnust neo-
aum ¢ nskosako muna anmponomopgnu Quzypku
(Mazanova 1996, tables 1—4), koumo ca ¢ Gausku na-
paseau 8 Tpakust u ocobeno 8 sanagnume Ienmpas-
Hu Baakanu. B nakou cayuau obave kpakama ca ap-
mukyaupanu. B chwomo Bpeme me umam napaseau
8 kyamypa CmapueBo-Kpuw, a nikou om msix 8
kyamypa Ksopow (Raczky 1980, 5-33, fig. 1;
Parzinger 1993, Taf. 201: 12) 8 Ilenmpasna E6pona,
kakmo u na loz 8 Iepuus, kegemo ca omkpumu amy-
aemu (Axuaetion [Gimbutas et al. 1989, fig. 7.23]).
O6wume munoBe pueypku (Nikolova 2000, fig. 6.13)
Beposmuo gokyMeHmupam HasUMUEMO Ha CXOGHU
pumyasu B pasuyHume ofaacmu Ha loeousmouna u
usmouna Ilenmpaana EBpona. CaegoBameano, saeg-
1o ¢ kepamuunume cpgoBe, pannoneosumnume ¢u-
zypku ca octioBen usbop 3a kyamypsume konmakmu
Mekgy Gauskume u gascunu oBaacmu 6 Kapnamo-
Baskano-Ezetickus pezuon. Bu mps68aso ga ce nog-
yepmae, ue npe3 Heoauma, kakmo u npes ocmanaau-
me npaucmopuuecku enoxu, Baakanume e ca camo-
Gumno siBaenue u He Mozam ga Gbgam omgeAsHu
om chceghume ofaacmu, kamo ce usnoasBam nous-
muga kamo Baskancku neoaum. Ilocaegnomo e au-

WeEHO OM HayuHO ChgbprkaHue.
2. Queypkama om c. JIp6ene

Quzypkama om c. [Is6ene npegcmaBasBa usnpaBe-
na skena B manpegnaaa Gpemennocm, ofacucha 8
gnaza gpexa (o6p. 2) (Nikolova, Madjev 1993, Abb.
8; Nikolova 2000, fig. 6.15). Ta e cuynena 8 ocnoBa-
ma Ha wusgma. AuncBam cswo prueme u Beposm-
Ho peaedro npegcmaBenume zppgu. T e Buaa us-

“with horizontal rectangular section. That is a typ-

ical element of the figurine plastic in the Early
Neolithic in the Central Balkans, with parallels
again in the Upper Struma (YoxagkueB 1981, 73—
76, duz. 3). The incised ornament also make
them close, which by the Rakitovo figurine is
represented by motif of two vertical incisions,
chess-like placed, while over the from side they
cover mainly the space between the head and the
breast. To the north, in the area of Gradeshnitsa-
Staréevo—Cri§ complex, the column-like anthro-
pomorphic figurines with widen lower part is
documented at settlement of BeSenova, along with
other figurines of common types from the
Central Balkans (Lazarovici 1979, table 10: 1-3, 9—
11, 1316, 25).

Accordingly, the comparative chronology infers the
female figurine from Historical Museum in Karlovo
belonged to the lower layer of the Banya tell and
dated from Early Neolithic II-III (according to the
periodization argued in Nikolova 1998).

The standing figurines with unarticulated lower
part were very popular in the Early Neolithic. M.
Chokhadzhiev (YoxagkueB 1981) and I. Vaysov
(BatcoB 1984) published number of finds from
the upper Struma and Sofia Region. Later, V.
Matsanova represented a new archaeological
regional model of ritual in the western Rhodopes
(Rakitovo) from the Early Neolithic, with several
types of anthropomorphic figurines (Mazanova
1996, tables 1—4), which have close parallels in
Thrace and especially in the western Central
Balkans. At the same time, they have parallels in
Starlevo-Cri§ culture, and some of them in
Ko6r6és culture (Raczky 1980, 5-33, fig. I;
Parzinger 1993, Taf. 201: 12) in Central Europe,
as well as to the south in Greece where amulets
have been discovered (Achilleion [Gimbutas et al.
1989, fig. 7.23]). Common types of figurines
(Nikolova 2000, fig. 6.13) probably document the
existence of similar rituals in different regions in
Southeast Europe and Central Europe.
Accordingly, along with the ceramic vessels, the
Early Neolithic figurines are main record for the
cultural contacts between close and distant cul-
tures in the Carpathians-Balkan-Aegean region. It
should be stressed that during the Neolithic, as
well as in the other prehistoric epochs, the
Balkans were not a unique appearance and can-
not be artificially cut from the other regions. In
other words, definition like Balkan Neolithic had
no scientific meaning.

2. The figurine from Dubene Village

The figurine from Dubene represents a standing
woman in advanced pregnancy, dressed in a long
dress (fig. 2) (Nikolova, Madjev 1993, Abb. 8;
Nikolova 2000, fig. 6.15). It is broken at the base
of the neck. The arms and the breast, probably
represented by bulges, are missing too. It is made
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pabomena om 2auHa NpuMeceHa ¢ egposbpHecm ns-
cek. Caeg usnuvanemo uma kapaBo-uepBen uBam.
Bupxy ¢ponmaanama cmpana e Bpasan noao8 mpu-
sebanuk. Queypkama e opnamenmupana ¢ Bpasanu
aunuu, koumo Beposmuo npegcmaBam gbaza gpe-
mucaﬁunuuukpycmupmu.TpuBepmuhmuyt-
nopegHu AuHuu ca Bpasanu Bspxy nellnama zopHa
yacm — egHa Mekgy Glocma u no egha om gBeme
cmpaHu Ha omuyncHume zbpgu. AuHuume ca oepa-
HUYEHU OMQoAy € egHa XopusoHmaana Bpssana au-
Hus, nog kosmo caegBam nem Bepmukasnu aunuu,

pasnoackeHu omcmpanu u Hag noaoBud mpubeba-
Huk. Ocem ukasHu ymopcgnu AUHUU ca 3a-
naseHu Ha ca: Buc.

9u¢;mk:.mup.5cu.gmu.mun-—l,5cu;mh.
guam. ocnoBa — 53 cm x 2,9 cm.

Cmpeg gocezaWHUME gaHHU, napaaeaume Ha du-
om c¢. IIubene ce ozpanudaBam c gBe no-
go6tm om CeBeposanagna Bpazapus — om ceanwia
npu CodponueBo (HukoaoB 1971, 06p. 5) u c. Be-
mmunuu (AackcangpoB 1981, 2745, due. Se—e).
[Mocaegnama e omkpuma ¢ kepamuka om kyamypa
Ipagewnuua, 8s3 ocnoBa na kosmo msa ce gamu-
pa B pannama megna enoxa. KM cewus nepuog,
ce omuacs u ¢uzypkama om
ne, pecnekmuBuo kum kyamypa Mapuua, Bepoam-
Ho kbcHa dasa. [pyz apzymenm 3a masu gamupoB-
ka e dakmbm, ue HAMa mouHu napaseau Ha du-
eypkama mekgy naxogkume om kbchama megha
enoxa, usBecmuu goceea. Tpa6Ba obave ga ce no-
couu, ue paseackganusm mun (Beaomunuu-InGe-
He) ce pasaudaBa u om nonyasprume 3a kyamypa
Ipagewnuua $uezypku ¢ gnaboko Bpasam zeomem-
punen ophamenm (BaticoB 1981,46—50.06p.l).(b-
wecmByBa usBecmuo anogcm ¢ kbcroneoaum-
Hume cmoswu Quzypu Kypum-erucauua
(BaiicoB 1984, 32131, ma6ao 10), BkalouBaww.: na-
Auyuemo Ha Bpazau OpHaMeHm, HO mo e no-ckopo
omkoakomo munoaoczuuso, mmni
kamo cumBoaukama na naogopoguemo 8 nocaeg-
HuA cayvall e npegcmaBena Ypes noguepman mas,

3aceza kyamypa Mapuua e caabo gokymenmu 8

Hust kepamuven cmua — ndmﬁa akmuBuu kyamyp-
Hu BsaumogeticmBust cbc 3anagna Bwazapus.

Ouwe ¢ maxnama nosBa, npaucmopuueckume ¢u-
eypku ce omkposBam ¢ MmozonaacmoBama cu
cumBoauka u  Muozoacnekmuu  $ynkuuu
(Fairservis 1975, table 3). Ta ce 3anasBa u 8 caeg-
Bawume npau uuecku enoxu (Bailey 1994,
321-331; Bailey 1996, 291-295), kozamo ¢uzypku-
me ce cpewam 213810 B ceauwiama, no 8 nakou
cayuau u 6 , kamo eaemenm na 6oza-
mu nozpebenus (Vajsov 1992, 95-113). Quzypka-
ma om Bans-Tlaockama mozuaa gaBa Bramok-

from clay paste mixed with coarse sand. After
burning it has brown and red color. At the front
side there is a triangle of fertility. The figurine is
ornamented with incised lines, which probably
represent a long dress and were encrusted. Three
vertical lines are incised at its uppermost part —
one between the breast and by one from both
sides of the broken breast. The lines are bordered
down on one horizontal incised line, under which
five vertical lines follow, located aside and above
the triangle of fertility. Eight vertical parallel lines
are preserved at the back. The size of the figurine
is as follows: height — 9 cm; maximum width —
5 cm; diameter neck — 1,5 cm; maximum diame-
ter of the base — 5,3 cm x 2,9 cm.

According to the recent data, parallels of the fi-
gurine from Dubene are limited with two similar
figurines from Northwestern Bulgaria — from set-
tlements near Sofronievo (HukoaoB 1971, op. 5)
and Belotintsi Villages (AackcangpoB 1981, 27—45,
¢uz. 52—e). The last is discovered together with
ceramics from Gradeshnitsa culture, then, it can
be dated from Early Copper Age. Accordingly, to
the same period is attributed the figurine from
Dubene, respectively to the Maritsa culture, pro-
bably its late phase. Another argument for that
chronology is there are no precise parallels of that
figurine among the Late Copper Age finds known
up to now. But it should be stressed the type
under discussion (Belotintsi-Dubene) also differs
from the popular of the Gradeshnitsa culture fi-
gurines with deeply incised ornament (BaiicoB
1981, 4650, o6p. 1). There is more functional
than typological similarity with some later
Neolithic standing figurines from Kurilo-
Kremenitsa including the incised ornament
(BaiicoB 1984, 32131, ma6ao 10) but in the last
case the amplified buttock represented the sym-
bolism of the fertility.

For the time being, Maritsa culture is poorly docu-
mented in the Upper Stryama valley. Single frag-
ments of the Chernichevo tell, as well as a vessel
from Historical Museum in Karlovo show it deve-
loped in that micro-region as well (Nikolova 2000).
At the same time, the figurine — similarly to the
resembling ceramic style — show active cultural
interactions with Western Bulgaria.

Even the earliest prehistoric figurines consist of
multi-level symbolism and multi-aspect functions
(Fairservis 1975, table 3). It was preserved in the
following epochs (Bailey 1994, 321-331; Bailey
1996, 291-295) when the figurines were distri-
buted mostly at settlements but in some cases at
cemeteries as element of rich burials (Vajsov 1992,
95-113). The figurine from Banya-Ploskata Moglla
approves a hypothesis the cultural contacts were
socially determined in the Early Neolithic
(Nikolova 2000). The symbolism of the goddess-
giving birth was basic for the figurine from
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HOCm ga ce gonycHe, ve kyamypaume konmakmu Dubene (Gimbutas 1991). It was probably con-
ca BUAU COUUAAHO geMEPMUHUPAHU Npe3 paHHus nected with the cults of fertility that may explain
neoaum (Nikolova 2000). 3a ¢ueypkama om c. the depicting of the advanced pregnancy.

IIs6ene ocnoBua e Guaa cumBoaukama U 3a 6o- TRANSLATED BY THE AUTOR

2unsima-gaBawa skuBom (Gimbutas 1991). T ¢ Gu-
Aa Beposmuo cBppsana ¢ kyamoBe na naogopo- LOLITA NIKOLOVA. INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY.
guemo, koemo Moke Bu oBsicusBa npegcmaBse- BG-4300 KARLOVO

mo Ha HanpegHaaa 6pemeunocm. 1lnikolova@mbox.digsys.bg
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