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Aims and purposes: Current accelerations in the compression of space and time have prompted anthropologists to critically evaluate the “cultures, peoples and places” paradigm that has shaped this discipline over much of the twentieth century. Critical work in anthropology and ethnography studies path-dependencies in time, connections in space, and the unequal power resources that underlay identifiable projects of “place making”. It has also become more fully committed to its original goal of generating comparative knowledge. While the case-study method remains central, it has become imperative to study “up and outward” and take full account of historical context in order not only to describe crucial sites of action and experience but also to explain paradoxical and particularizing outcomes of more general social process. Comparison, the identification of critical junctions and disjunctions, as well as the continuous application of methods of ‘abduction’ become integral to studying single cases in depth.

This course aims to prepare doctoral students to envision the case-subjects of their dissertations 1) in their entanglements with extra-local forces, 2) their specificity vis a vis comparable cases, and 3) their insertion in longer run sequences in time, or more precisely the dialectics of “local time” and “universal time”. The course supports the preliminary exploration of the potential scope of a research topic and is intended to help doctoral students with the refinement of their first provisional hypotheses or research questions

Structure. The course consists of seminars. Readings are selected both from programmatic articles reflecting developments in critical anthropology and from monographs selected by students from lists of relevant work that they compile as a first step toward their bibliographies. Students will write a review article (3000 words) of minimally two agenda-setting monographs in their specialized field of research, preferably analyzing comparable themes and social processes in different sites (even world regions). They should take account of the various ways in which such studies deal with power, connections, upward and outward linkages, and sequences in time and must ask what such approaches add to our understanding of the local subjects under study.

Deadline for the article December 12

The concrete format will depend on the number of participating students. The first part will study theoretical and methodological debates in current critical anthropology. A second part will be devoted to a collective appraisal of a recent ethnography. The third part will consist of library research, student presentations of their review-articles and group discussion.

Grading Participation 10%, oral presentations (three in total) 40%, review article 50%.

Part one:

Required literature:

Week1

Appadurai, Arjun (1996), The Production of Locality, in Arjun Appadurai, Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization, (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press), pp. 178-200

Appadurai, Arjun (1996), Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural Economy, in Arjun Appadurai, Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization, (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press), 27-48

Burawoy, Michael (2000), Introduction: Reaching for the Global, in Burawoy et. al., Global Ethnography, (Berkeley, University of California Press), 2000, pp. 1-40 

Week2

Friedman, Jonathan (ed.), (2003), Globalization, The State, and Violence

(Altamira Press, Walnut Creek) (selected readings)

Comaroff, Jean; Comaroff, John (2001), Millenial Capitalism: First Thoughts on A Second Coming, in Jean and John Comaroff, Millenial Capitalism and the Culture of Neoliberalism, (Durham, Duke University Press), 2001, pp. 1-57

Week 3

Gupta, Akhil; and James Ferguson (1997) , Beyond Culture: Space, Identity, and the Politics of Difference, in Gupta and Ferguson (eds.), Culture, Power, Place: Explorations in Critical Anthropology (Durham, Duke University Press), 1997, pp. 33-51

Week 4

Handelman, Don, (2004)  Micro-historical Anthropology: Towards a Prospective Perspective, in Kalb, Don; Herman Tak (eds.), Critical Junctions: Pathways beyond the Cultural Turn, (Oxford and New York, Berghahn Books), Forthcoming

Kalb, Don (2002), Afterword: Globalism and Postsocialist Prospects, in Chris Hann (ed.), Postsocialism: Ideals, Ideologies and Practices in Eurasia (London, Routledge), pp. 317-34

Kalb, Don (2004), Critical Junctions: Recapturing Anthropology and History, in Don Kalb, Herman Tak (eds.), Critical Junctions: Pathways beyond the Cultural Turn (Oxford and New York, Berghahn Books), Forthcoming

Wolf, Eric (2001), Facing Power – Old Insights, New Questions, in Wolf, Eric

Pathways of Power: Building an Anthropology of the Modern World, (Berkeley, California U.P), pp. 383-98

Wolf, Eric (2201), On Fieldwork and Theory, in Wolf, Eric, Pathways of Power: Building an Anthropology of the Modern World (Berkeley, California university press), pp. 49-63

Week 5

Part two (one class meeting in the middle of November)

Ferguson, James (1999), Expectations of Modernity. Myths and Meanings of Urban Life on the Zambian Copperbelt, (Berkeley, California University Press), 326pp.

The rest of semester will be devoted to the following

Part three (individual tutorials and class meetings in four steps, starting early November)

1) Defining one’s topic, preparing a first bibliography, library research.

2) Selecting minimally two monographs

3) Presentation of first findings and discussion of draft review-articles (students will also be discussants).

4) Revising and finalizing the review-article.

Required and supplementary reading list

Appadurai, Arjun

Modernity at Large 

University of Minnesota Press, 1996

Burawoy, Michael (et. Al)

Global Ethnography

California U.P, Berkeley, 2000

Comaroff, Jean; John Comaroff (eds.)

Millennial Capitalism and the Culture of Neoliberalism

Duke U.P., Durham, 2001

Ferguson, James

Expectations of Modernity, Myths and Meanings of Urban Life in the Zambian Copperbelt

California U.P., Berkeley, 1999

Friedman, Jonathan (ed.)

Globalization, The State, and Violence

Altamira Press, Walnut Creek, 2003

Friedman, Kajsa Ekholm; Jonathan Friedman

Global Anthropology

Altamira Press, Walnut  Creek, 2003

Geschiere, Peter; Birgit Meyer

“Globalization and Identity? Dialectics of Flow and Closure”
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Development and Change, vol. 29, 1998
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Hann, Chris (ed.)

Postsocialism: Ideals, Ideologies and Practices in Eurasia

Routledge, London, 2002

Haugerud, Angelique et. Al.(eds.)
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