TEST BANK / CHAPTER 1


Chapter 1 

What is Anthropology?
Multiple-Choice

1.
Anthropology includes the study of all of the following except:


a.
how humans vary biologically


b.
why contemporary people have different cultures


c.
when humans first appeared on earth


d.
how insect cultures vary biologically


e.
how cultures change over time


PG:
3-4

2.
Medical anthropology most often draws upon research from


a.
linguistic and cultural anthropology.


b.
archaeology.


c.
physical anthropology.


d.
archaeology and physical anthropology.


PG:
12-13

3.
Primatology is the study of


a.
the origin of life on earth.


b.
the culture of early humans.


c.
the first tools used by humans.


d.
the anatomy and social behavior of apes, monkeys, and prosimians.


PG:
6

4.
A holistic approach to the study of humans means that anthropologists


a.
concentrate only on the social customs of the group under study.


b.
study all varieties of people and all aspects of their existence.


c.
limit themselves to the study of religious leaders.


d.
only study literate societies.


PG:
15

5.
The anthropological attitude that a society’s customs and ideas should be viewed in the context of that society’s culture is called


a.
cultural relativism.


b.
the etic approach.


c.
ethnocentrism.


d.
holism.


PG:
16

6.
A linguistic anthropologist studying the situational use of language is working in the field of


a.
ethnolinguistics.


b.
descriptive linguistics.


c.
historical linguistics.


d.
sociolinguistics.


PG:
10

7.
An anthropologist studying the relationship between language and culture is working in the field of


a.
ethnolinguistics.


b.
descriptive linguistics.


c.
historical linguistics.


d.
sociolinguistics.


PG:
10

8.
Studying sound and grammatical systems in a specific language is the work of a/an


a.
ethnologist.


b.
historical linguist.


c.
sociolinguist.


d.
descriptive linguist.


PG:
10

9.
Prehistoric archaeologists work with which of the following?


a.
artifacts, ecofacts, and features


b.
artifacts, features, and grammar systems


c.
contemporary religious systems, artifacts, and ecofacts


d.
artifacts, grammar systems, and contemporary religious systems


PG:
9

10.
An example of an ethnography is a/an 


a.
study of chimpanzee language.


b.
excavation of an archaeological site.


c.
description of the residents of a retirement home in southern California.


d.
study of rates of disease in prehistoric populations.


PG:
11

11.
Ethnographic research usually involves


a.
many months of fieldwork.


b.
talking to a number of people.


c.
observing people’s behavior.


d.
all of the above


PG:
11-12

12.
The discipline of anthropology looks at both the biological and sociocultural aspects of human


behavior because of its


a.
relativistic nature.


b.
holistic nature.


c.
comparative nature.


d.
simplistic nature.


PG:
15

13.
Because anthropology is holistic, research within the discipline involves


a.
only European populations.


b.
all human populations, both living and dead.


c.
only prehistoric populations which developed state societies.


d.
only prehistoric populations which did not develop state societies.


PG:
15

14.
Urban anthropology


a.
has focused research in suburbs.


b.
ignored the existence of violent gangs and the marketing of drugs.


c.
grew out of research which followed rural people into cities.


d.
has been important since the earliest days of anthropology.


PG:
12

15.
Educational anthropology is


a.
concerned with anthropological theories but not with case studies in education and culture.


b.
anthropology taught at the grade school level only.


c.
used only to study formal school systems.


d.
the study of the process of learning in its proper cultural context.


PG:
13

16.
The author of your textbook argues that the best way to gain self-knowledge is to learn about one’s own culture. The best way to accomplish this is


a.
to do anthropological research in your own society.


b.
through psychoanalysis.


c.
to read as much as possible about your own culture.


d.
to learn something about other cultures.


PG:
22

17.
An important goal of this textbook is to


a.
teach about exotic cultures.


b.
show how anthropology has relevance for all of our lives.


c.
focus on the importance of basic research in ethnology.


d.
demonstrate the superiority of basic research over applied research.


PG:
17-23

18.
Which of the following is NOT a sub-branch of cultural anthropology?


a.
medical anthropology


b.
primatology


c.
economic anthropology


d.
educational anthropology


PG:
14 (Table 1.3)

19.
Economic anthropology studies how goods and services are


a.
produced within the total cultural context of which they are a part.


b.
distributed within the total cultural context of which they are a part.


c.
consumed within the total cultural context of which they are a part.


d.
all of the above


PG:
13-14

20.
Which of the disciplines that study humans is the broadest in scope?


a.
psychology


b.
anthropology


c.
political science


d.
economics


PG:
3

21.
Which statement about psychological anthropology is false?


a
It looks at how culture affects personality, cognition, and emotions.


b.
Since 1990, it has focused on broad national character studies.


c.
It is associated with such names as Margaret Mead and Franz Boas.


d.
It examines the relationship between culture and the psychological makeup of individuals and groups.


PG:
14

22.
Physical anthropologists are interested in


a.
how and why the physical traits of contemporary humans vary.


b.
reconstructing the evolutionary record of all forms of life.


c.
reconstructing the evolutionary record of all humans.


d.
a and c only


PG:
5

23.
Paleopathology


a.
is a primary focus of research in linguistic anthropology.


b.
is the analysis of disease in ancient populations.


c.
examines language from the time period before the invention of writing.


d.
is the analysis of disease in contemporary populations.


PG:
13

24.
Ethnocentrism is the belief that


a.
one’s culture is no better or no worse than any other.


b.
other cultures are inferior to one’s own.


c.
other cultures are superior to one’s own.


d.
to understand another cultural feature, you must look at it from within its proper cultural context.


PG:
15

25.
Historical archaeology


a.
deals with that vast segment of the human record prior to writing.


b.
analyzes the first stone tools used by humans.


c.
contributes significantly to our understanding of colonial American cultures.


d.
none of the above


PG:
8

26.
Ecofacts are


a.
objects found in the natural environment that were used by people but not made or altered by them.


b.
objects that have been made by people and are portable.


c.
objects that have been made by people but are not portable.


d.
objects found in the natural environment that were formed by natural occurrences such as exposure to great heat or cold.


PG:
8

27.
Which statement about applied anthropology is false?


a.
It is considered by some to be the fifth sub-branch of anthropology.


b.
All four fields of anthropology have applied components.


c.
The author of this textbook takes a strong stance against applied anthropology.


d.
In recent decades, there has been a significant increase in the percentage of applied anthropologists in the discipline of anthropology.


PG:
19-20

28.
Applied anthropology


a.
does not include forensic anthropology.


b.
examines specific societal problems only in the United States but never in other societies.


c.
is a specialization not yet practiced in cultural anthropology.


d.
cuts across most specializations within cultural anthropology.


PG:
19-20

29.
The comparative tradition in cultural anthropology has revealed


a.
that all great works of art come from European societies.


b.
that all morality does not stem from Judeo-Christian ethics.


c.
that social order cannot be maintained without a centralized, bureaucratic government.


d.
all of the above


PG:
19

30.
The study of anthropology develops all of the following skills except:

a.
developing cognitive complexity


b.
appreciating other perspectives


c.
responsible money management


d.
building emotional resilience


PG:
21

31.
Some of the topics discussed in a leading anthropological journal in the 1990s were


a.
the health of a medieval population in the Sudan.


b.
the distribution of religious paraphernalia.


c.
speech patterns among the Creek Indians.


d.
all of the above


PG:
4

32.
Which of the following principles guide the discipline of anthropology?


a.
genocide


b.
cultural relativism


c.
assimilation


d.
holism


e.
b and d only


PG:
15-17

33.
Anthropologists suspended their cultural relativism when studying the practices of


a.
the custom of the Dani who cut off a finger from the hand of any close female relative of a man who dies.


b.
the Kikuyu custom of female circumcision.


c.
the Inuit custom of leaving the aged out in the cold to die.


d.
none of the above


PG:
16

34.
Physical anthropology’s primary concern(s) and focus is/are


a.
paleoanthropology.


b.
primatology.


c.
contemporary human physical variation.


d.
all of the above


PG:
5-8

35.
The major subdivisions of anthropological linguistics are


a.
historical linguistics.


b.
descriptive linguistics.


c.
ethnolinguistics.


d.
sociolinguistics.


e.
all of the above


PG:
10-11

36.
In the early 1900s, anthropologists concentrated on


a.
the industrial societies of the world.


b.
non-Western, preliterate societies.


c.
technologically simple societies.


d.
b and c


PG:
4

37.
One of the techniques anthropological linguists use to study historical linguistics is


a.
bilingualism.


b.
paralanguage.


c.
glottochronology.


d.
none of the above


PG:
10

38.
Ethnology is to ethnography as


a.
bilingualism is to description.


b.
comparison is to description.


c.
description is to comparison.


d.
comparison is to archaeology.


PG:
11

39.
The major purpose of cultural anthropology is to understand other cultures. This can be accomplished most effectively if we:


a.
have as much specific data as possible about other cultures in the world


b.
understand our own culture


c.
understand how people from other cultures view us.


d.
all of the above


PG:
22

40.
A difficulty in taking the concept of cultural relativism too literally is that


a.
we would have to conclude that no behavior in the world is immoral.


b.
we would have to accept all behaviors found in cultures if the people who practice them concur that they are morally acceptable.


c.
we would have to view all cultural practices as morally equivalent.


d.
all of the above


PG:
16

True-False

1.
Anthropologists are concerned with all humans, both past and present, as well as humans’ behavior patterns, thought systems, and material possessions.


PG:
3

2.
All anthropologists excavate the material remains of prehistoric societies.


PG:
4

3.
Anthropologists recognize non-human primates as important research subjects because they can be studied in environments similar to those our human ancestors lived in several million years ago.


PG:
6-7

4.
Ethnocentrism is declining all over the world due to globalization.


PG:
15-16

5.
Educational anthropology addresses issues that bridge the gap between cultural anthropology and linguistics.


PG:
13

6.
Anthropology draws on theories and data from a number of other disciplines in the humanities, the social sciences, and the physical sciences.


PG:
3

7.
There is a growing concensus among anthropologists of the 21st century that all four sub-disciplines of anthropology need to be fully integrated.


PG:
5

8.
An important skill for the twenty-first century will be the ability to balance contradictory needs and demands rather than trying to eliminate them.


PG:
21

9.
An important skill in today’s world (which can be strengthened by the study of cultural anthropology) is the ability to work effectively in cross-cultural teams.


PG:
21

10.
The current head of NATO is Kofi Annan.


PG:
18

Short Answer

1.
What does the term anthropology mean?


PG:
3

2.
What are the sub-fields of anthropology?


PG:
4-5

3.
What is ethnography?


PG:
11

4.
What is ethnocentrism?


PG:
15-16

5.
What three broad areas of investigation concern physical anthropologists?


PG:
5-7

6.
What is cultural relativism?


PG:
16-17

7.
With what three types of material remains do archaeologists work?


PG:
8

8.
What are the four branches of linguistic anthropology?


PG:
10

9.
What does the holistic approach in anthropology involve?


PG:
15

10.
What does applied research in anthropology seek to do?


PG:
19-20

Essay

1.
Describe the four-field approach to anthropology. List the principal concerns of specialists in each field.

2.
What is the difference between applied and basic research in anthropology? Explain how both of these types of research help us to better understand ourselves.

3.
Describe how anthropology is holistic. How does holism help us to learn about human nature?

4.
Why is it important for anthropologists to study contemporary human differences? What does it mean to say that all humans are a single species? How important are physical differences in human populations?

5.
Why have modern cultural anthropologists not conducted first hand studies of upper middle class Americans living in the suburbs?

6.
Discuss five major skills/competencies that should be developed while studying cultural anthropology.

7.
By citing specific examples, discuss how people from other parts of the world might look unfavorably on certain aspects of U.S. culture.

8. 
What unique perspectives do cultural anthropologists bring to the study of globalization in the 21st Century?

9.
Do you think it is a good idea to take a year or two after graduating from college to travel and work in a culture different from one’s own? Why or why not?

