
 

 
From left, Vincent Lecuyer, Antoine Oppenheim and Céline Bolomey in a scene in front of a mirror in "Genèse 2," directed by 
Galin Stoev, below left. (Boris Horvat/Agence France-Presse)  

Bulgarian director opens a curtain on 
the former East bloc 

AVIGNON, France: 'All the world's a stage." Shakespeare was the 
inspiration for "Genèse 2" (Genesis No. 2), by the 33-year-old Russian 
playwright Ivan Viripaev, which had its French premiere at the Avignon 
Festival this year. Directed by Galin Stoev from Bulgaria, the play is a 
montage of true and false, real and imaginary: a wizardly display of 
deconstructed theater from the heart of the former Eastern bloc 
countries, a vision of survivors visited by biblical imagery and nightmare 
flashbacks on years of dictatorship. 

Stoev, 38, who has worked in Brussels and Liège, Belgium, and with the 
Comédie-Française in Paris, plans to tour Canada with the production. He called the piece an 
important challenge, opening up new space for audiences. 

Two men and a woman perform several roles against a backdrop of mirrors that reflect their 
outbursts and transformations. The setting is a psychiatric institute where a professor of 
mathematics named Antonina Velikanova has been interned, diagnosed with acute 
schizophrenia. She believes she is Lot's wife, and converses with God - or her psychoanalyst. 

The play opens on the narration of a letter Velikanova purportedly has written to Viripaev asking 
him to stage her script. Her name even appears next to his in the credits as co-author, and a 
character named Viripaev also appears on stage. 

Actually, the playwright is in Moscow, working on his second film. And perhaps there is no such 
person as Velikanova, who cannot stop looking back - and talking back - to her psychoanalyst. 
"They are a couple, but they could also be a divided self," Stoev said. 

Viripaev, born in Irktusk, Siberia, is known throughout Europe. 

By Joan Dupont Published: August 1, 2007

  E-Mail Article  
  Listen to Article  
  Printer-Friendly  
  3-Column Format  
  Translate  
  Share Article  
  Text Size   

  

Today in Culture 

  

Ads by Google 

Unique Russian Art 
Russian Socialist Realism View our new 2007 Spring Catalog. 
www.kartinamir.com 

L'immobilier en bulgarie 
mer, montagne, ski, plage, vacances Une opportunité d�investissement 
immobg.com 

Most E-Mailed 

24 Hours | 7 Days | 30 Days  

1. The downside of diversity

2. Jamaica's Anglican church to modernize hymnals with 
reggae songs

3. Outbreak of swine fever kills 20,000 pigs at farm in 
southwest Romania

4. Gunman opens fire in Las Vegas casino Caesars Palace, 
wounds 2

5. U.K. moves to contain spread of disease in livestock

6. British report gains against Taliban

7. Man who died while being mauled in dog attack at Ving 
Rhames' Los Angeles home identified

8. China softens its tough family-planning slogans

9. A look at the lives of the people missing in the 
Minneapolis bridge collapse

10. For Silicon Valley millionaires, too much is never enough

IHT.com on the go 
AudioNews enables you to listen to IHT 
articles on your computer, and create 
custom podcasts for your portable music 
player. Try it now. 

Culture

iht.com Business Culture Sports Opinion  
AMERICAS EUROPE ASIA/PACIFIC AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST   TECH/MEDIA STYLE HEALTH  

TRAVEL PROPERTIES BLOGS SPECIAL REPORTS AUDIONEWS  

SEARCH

Page 1 of 2Bulgarian director opens a curtain on the former East bloc - International Herald Tribune

8/5/2007http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/08/02/arts/dupont.php

id2660024 pdfMachine by Broadgun Software  - a great PDF writer!  - a great PDF creator! - http://www.pdfmachine.com  http://www.broadgun.com 

http://www.kartinamir.com
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/08/02/arts/dupont.php


After his first play, "The Dreams," he went to Moscow where 
he joined the New and Social Play Centre Teatr. doc, an 
experimental space for young artists. He also directed 
"Euphoria," an almost silent film shot by the Don River, a 
prizewinner at several festivals. 

"I met Ivan in 2001, and our contact was instantaneous," 
Stoev said. "After the fall of the Berlin Wall, I had gone to 
Germany and read a few contemporary Russian texts. And 
back in Bulgaria I directed his first play, 'The Dreams.' Then, 
Ivan sent me his second play, 'Oxygen.' We staged both my 
version and his version." 

"We were curious to see if a text conceived in countries like Russia and Bulgaria, recognizable 
because of our common past, could work in a context that has nothing to do with these 
references." 

Stoev, who had his own successful career in Bulgaria, came from the generation that started 
working immediately after the dissolution of the Soviet Union: "Heavy doors opened, so people 
needed fresh blood, and it was easy to break into the big institutions," Stoev said. 

It was a historical moment; he worked for five years as visiting director of the National Theater in 
Sofia "doing classics my own way," including Mishima's "Madame de Sade" and Brecht's "The 
Caucasian Chalk Circle." 

But Stoev quickly realized that those heavy doors were closing again. "It made me angry, but I 
didn't really want to become a big Bulgarian director." He traveled to England - the National 
Theatre in London and the West Yorkshire Playhouse at Leeds - "to learn the way British theater 
functioned." 

He also worked in Slovenia directing Pierre de Marivaux's "Jeu de l'Amour et du Hasard"; in 
Macedonia on an update of Sophocles's "Antigone," and in Germany on an operetta, "History," 
by Witold Gombrowicz. He has spent the last four years in Liège, Belgium, where he founded his 
own company, Fingerprint, with Belgian, French and Swiss actors. 

In fact, Genèse 2, their first production, a mere hour and 10 minutes long, is an immense 
collaborative effort. The play, translated by Tania Moguilevskaia and Gilles Morel, stars Céline 
Bolomey, who plays Antonina/Lot's wife. Vincent Lecuyer plays God/the analyst, and Antoine 
Oppenheim plays Ivan/Prophet John. Music by Sacha Carlson is performed by Mélanie Evrard, 
Marine Horbaczewski and Michel Lambert. Lighting and video effects create a vibrant backdrop. 

Stoev is currently involved with the French translation of Viripaev's latest play, "July." "Viripaev's 
theater is a new approach," he said, "because the real show doesn't happen on stage, but more 
in the heads and bodies of the spectators. I treat the actors as workers who are there to build a 
labyrinth, and to offer the spectator a possibility of creating his own performance, his own interior 
paysage." 

"I believe that the theater of the future is not theater that treats the spectator as a consumer, 
contemplating a completed piece of art in a museum, but rather offers something unfinished, so 
he can take the responsibility of creating his own show." 
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